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HE: ALBERT ANASTA§2tj, V 68 * Umberto 
<$ Anastasio, AT Anastasia 



Information has been received that ALBERT ANAST. 
was born at Calabria, Italy, date unknown, and currently 
resides at 75 Bin© Bluff Road, Port Lee, New Jersey. 
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ANASTASIO is believed to be a naturalized \ 7 < 

citizen. He has been reported as a notorious racketeer in D 
labor and waterfront activities in the New York City area 
and an associate of the most notorious element in New York 
City, and engaged in policy and gambling. 
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SUBJECT: 
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FROM : Jf. A.<7fo$n/ 



date: December 11, 1952. 
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PURPOSE: 

To record that 
contacted the Bureau 12-i 

DETAILS: 

Upon referral from the Director 's Office, SA[ 

Crime Records, received the ^ca^Jiel^shone caj 

"rom individual who stated his name was ■ |^ He 

stated he would like to receive informfrfTor^rom^the Bureau 
concerning the participation of Albe r no s to s i a , who is 
presently facing deportation proceedings in New York City, 
in the Buchalter (Lepke) case. He was courteously advised 
that information in the Bureau files is confidential. The 
caller stated he appreciated the reasons for this and hung f~~\ 
up, c — ' 

RECOllUEUDATION: 



None, 




^CORDED - 75 

For information only, 
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January 12, 1953 

COJfdfDEttTIAL 

AIR' MAIL 



DECLASSIFIED BY X 

on Misfjg* 




Reference is vtade to your letter dated 
December 13, 1952 , your reference Ho. 10/16597, 
wherein you requested 'the criminal record and 
identification data concerning Albert Anastasia. 

Transmitted herewith is the identification 
record of Albert Anastasio, FBI No. 171579, who 
appears to be identical with the individual about 
whom you inquired. Included in this identification 
record is a page setting forth identification data 
concerning this individual. 

Please be assured of ny desire to cooperate 
in all natters of nutual interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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UBJECT: 



date: January 30, 1953 



L. B. Nichols 



<Z3 

ALBERT ANAS T ASIA 



« LR.-0 





At 9:45 a.m. this morning 
Division of the Department, Extension 

in my absence. He stated that former Attorney General TvicCiranery 
instructed the Tax Division to work up a possible tax violation 
case against Albert Anastasia of New York City, who was formerl 
connected with Murder, Incorporated. Mr. McGranery had 
suggested the Tax Division keep in close touch with the FBI as 
possibly the Bureau in its inquiries in the waterfront investigation 
in New York might turn up something of interest on Anastasia 
which the Tax Division should know about. £'i 

I stated he was ready to submit his recommendations - 
on the tax case now and wanted to talk to whoever in the Bureau- 
was han dling the waterfront matter insofar as Anastasia was con- 
cerned. J| Bf was advised a check would be made and he would 
be called. ■ ' "" 

u. 

■ » 

'of the Investigative Division has been advised 
and is checking both in the Investigative Division, as well a6 with 
the Domestic Intelligence Division as to the status of the waterfront 
vinve stigation insofar as Anastasia i6 concernedi^order that 
P L $S ztinent data » an y« can De correlated and J ^ of the Department 
. §r given whatever advice deemed desirable. 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Belmont 
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Office Memorandum 



TO . : A. H. EELV01 

PROM t F. J. BAUMi 

SUBJECT: ALBERT ANASTASIA 



o 





• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: February 10, 1953 



aiTfi oi the 



On JanttarySOjlQSgJgj^K^y of the Tex Division ol tfte 
Department, called ■ Wand informed him that he had been in- 

structed by former ^ffiorney^eneral McGranery to keep in touch with 
this Bureau concerning any information which might be developed as a 
result of the Bureau 1 s Hew York water-front investigations which mi 
be of assistance in the income tax case against the subject. 

'of the Investigative Division advised that 
investigation concerning Albert Anastasia was being conducted by his 
Division. ^ nL/ 



No Labor Management Relations Act, 194jj^aseinvolving the 
subject has deveLopedup^^^hepresent time. 4| B^ was ca Hed 

by Special Agent ^| Domestic IntelEgenceuL vision, at 

AtOO P. M., January 30, 1953, and was informed that the Bureau did no 
have Albert Anastasia under investigation but in the event that any 
information was developed through the New York water-front investigar- 
tions concern ing Anastasia it would be directed to the attention of 
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Mr. Hoover: 



New York, N. Y. 
September 23, 1953 



Concerning information previously 
furnished to the effect that AlDert_ 
4nastas?a £as — nnhH.lv M alkinyround 
groiRIyn""Piers ,^fc«s»hi«jiWB«are»iMg»fc«» 




L. V. BOARDMAN 
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QMiciJ^emoranduin • united stains government 



Director, PBI 

SAC, New York (9^-1*19. -Sub file $) } 

ALBERtQnaSTASIA, was(r^ 
TO P HOOLUM COVERAGE 
NEW YORK AREA . . 



dates FEB 2 5 W54 



•"' Enclosed herewith are two copies of a 
summary memorandum concerning captioned subject which was 
prepared from .a complete review of the r ef erences in this 
office. ' ' 

As additional current information is . 
obtained the Bureau will be advised. • 
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New York, New York, 



GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE 
PILE 



ALBERT A1JASTA3IA 
TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 



ALBERT AKA3TASIA, true name 
IMBERTO^ASTASIO. with aliases 
"AL BSRTStiiiASTAS IO . R.- ALBERT 
c* MASTASTO f ALBERTQil'lAST^SIO 
FBI Number 171579 

This summary memorandum has been prepared from 
a complete review of the files of this office and the infor- 
mation from all references as set forth as follows: 



BA CKCtRC UND I NES)RM*TIQH 

The above captioned subject, the eldest of 
the four infamous A^ASTASIA brothers, claims to have been born 
in T902 at Tropea, Calabria, Italy. He further claims to have 
attained United States citizenship in the year 19if3 in the 
Eastern District of New York, Brooklyn, while in the service 
of tne United itates Army. The subject in testimony given 
before the Nev; York State Crime Commission stated his residence 
address was 75 Bluff Road, Palisades , New Jersey, phone 
Cliffside 6-23U5. " ~~ 

Further in testimony before the New York State 
Crime Commission the subject admitted to be a dress contractor 
and connec ted with the Ma dison Dress Company, Ha zleton. Penn- 
sylvania. El 1 BP— 1 1 1 1 1 11 \p 1 1 '1 ii 1 1 1 11 1 M I l the follow- 
ing addresses for the - subject T 
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387 Columbia Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 

636 Arthur Street, 
Utica, New York 

lll+6-73rd Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 

and 

Cliffside, New Jersey 

42 - fgo //- f 

ENCLOSUHfc 



On January 26, I95I4. the New York Office verified 
tnat ANASTASIA was presently residing at 75 Bluff Road, 
Palisades, New Jersey. According to the Newark Office the 
telephone listed for the subject is Cliffside 6-23U5. This 
telephone is listed under the subject's wife's maiden name 
BARNASI. ' " - 




The New York Office is presently attempting 
to verify the date and place of birth as well as a record 
of service in the armed forces by the subject. 

The "New York Times" for December 2k, 1952 
in an article on ALBERT ANA STASIA advised that the biography 
of the Brothers ANASTASIA began in Tropea, a fishing village 
in Calabria. Italy. The family name was ANA5TA3I0 . The 
iatner of the A ^STASIA brothers was a railroad worker who 
died Defore World War I. By that time the family consisted 
of nine sons and three daughters. O n e son and two daughters 
cued young. Another son ..emigrated to Australia. All the 
remaining boys had to go to work at an early age, on fi shins 
rail?oad n frei S hters » on f arms; one succeeded nis father on the 

UMBERTO, ] l^ate^ Called ALBERT, no wl^^'ve'ars "~ — 

old, GUI5EPPI (JOSE PH).,' now f ortyj-seven, and TONY), nowTorty- 

£iY§» snipped as decEEahds on tramp steamers as^nildrin~of 
eleven and twelve and knocked about the toughest ports in the 
* or lt* tt A ? va - rious times during the Twenties they jumped ship 
in the United States and merged into the gangs of longshoremen. 

linom „ T1 . ALBERT, the oldest and most sinister of the 
ANASTA3IA brotners got involved as far back as 1921 with the 
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criminal element as he was among several men convicted 
of killing a fellow countryman in a quarrel. After months 
in the death house at Sing Sing Prison AWASTASIA won a 
retrial on a technical plea. 

Meanwhile the State's best witness in this 
case was frightened back to Italy. On the retrial, ALBERT 
was acquitted. He was arrested for assult in 1923 but 
won a discharge by the same technique of intimidating witnesses, 
ine same year he was convicted of possessing a gun. He 
served two years in the penitentiary. 

In 1928 the subject was charged with another' 
murder and in 1932 with stabbing a man to death with an 
Tn e To^ I Ut W f s dismissed for lack of evidence both times. 

bS* III \l J*t tr ^ d f ° r the killin S of a Brooklyn laundryman 
out the State's witnesses somehow changed their story and , 
he got off again. J • 

o B 1 1 By fchi ^ time the sab j e ct was rising to -cower 
on a Brooklyn waterfront. He became a pier superintendent 
and dominated six locals of the' International Longshoremen's 
Association, .A.P.L. In addition, ALBERT had become a f?i?nd 
„ KU5? Q ad »"*; a ln 19 ^ 1 to tha^Sefauver Committee , of JOE 
>^^StM*^ L "° HETTI ' V ^?N9.XESS and AUofgisMraTl^portant 

Tr ,„ - With A50Krs & * d ABE RELES, ALBERT formed Murder. 

Inc., the famous racket syndicate that slew sixty- three men 
in toe New York area between 1931 and 191*0.. RELES £ter 

kilSSS? AL5S " T fingerman * nd °rde7ed aS of the 

In 1939 PETER PANTO, the longshoreman who 
organized a rank-and-file revolt to rid the union of racketeers 
was strangled and his body was buried in a liSe Jit. £a£3 
accused of several other murders, told all to save his life* 
5* 1 ™gif*S t0 ? the object in this and thirty more murders 

M< out as tec^« e %£ 
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Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania for the next two years. 

Before he was discharged as over age in 19kk 
he took advantage of a law granting quick citizenship to 
servicemen. After he quit the waterfront and the rough stuff 
he began operating a dress factory in Hazleton* Pennsylvania,, 
The "subject bought a $75,000.00 yellow stucco house of phony 
Spanish style overlooking the Hudson at Fort Lee . New Jersey 
around the corner from the home of his old friend ADONIS. 

There he lives behind a steel fence guarded 
by two dogs, and spurns subpoenas of the State Crime 
Commission. He ha s r two Line olns . his son goes to coHeree... 
and he and his brothers 'have bought ff affi-^/ i&T/u>j.u , njjwjage 
7.6, a home in Parphelia„ Italy, wr-ere tne i^de^al Government 
has begun proceedings to denaturalize and deport him. 

CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 

In the book entitled, "iiuroer, Inc." by SID 
irBDER and BUrlTCN £. ToRrlUS concerning the subject the follow- 
ing is reflected: 

ALBBHT ANAS TA. 51 A has been getting away. with 
murder for thirty years now, and a lot of people have been 
helping him. Since 1920, three years after he jumped ship 
and smuggled his way into the United States, ANA STASIA has 
been close to som e^ thirty a ssassinations with gun, icepick 
and strangling rop"e " e it5er^ih~p^rsoh^o?'' , D r y "a'ire* ctiohT" 

The Nev; York City Police Department has linked 
ANAS TA SI A to twenty d ifferent slavings.. ALBERT ANASTASIA's 
only jail penalty was for carrying a gun in 1923. For five 
murders he i/as arrested, for two he was tried in a court of 
law, for one he even went to the death house, for the remainder 
he was discharged. His activity in Murder, Inc. left bodies 
all over America and after the formation of the syndicate 
underwor Id law decreed they could not murder without his 
approval. 

According to police reports in connection with 
the. kidnapping of ISIDOR JUFFE in 1932 for which JOE ADONIS 
was indicted the subject was recognised by J'uFFE as being 
among his assailants in this kidnapping. The subject was 
never indicted or convicted for this crime. 





The underlying reason behind the dismissal of. 
this Indict mg Bt. In , !thls ease was, t he t nree !£batq „ finfi c i go ' !! 
rg-^nTs^c'a^'e were round T ala^ l |j'"-" Tteisynff^ijspflpfty articles 
refer to this crime; one in particular dated December 10, 1952 
appeared in the "New York World Telegram- Sun." 




On November 21, 1950 United States Attorney 
FRANKLIN J. PARKER, Eastern District of New York, issued a 
press release announcement that he was opening an all out 
inquiry into the activity of the subject with a ship repair 
concern. Reference was made to the Sancor Corporation which 
filed bankruptcy papers in Brooklyn Federal Court in 1937. 
The article emphasized the fact that ALBERT ANA3TASIA resided 
in a ^100,000.00 Spanish type mansion surrounded by a high 
wire fence fitted with spotlights. 

The article recalled that ANASTASIA was a key 
witness in the Murder, I n c. investigation and that a murder 
charge naming him as the murderer, of MORRIS DIAMOND, union 
official, was dismissed when the racketeering ABE RELES plunged 
to his death on November 12, I9I4I from the fifth floor window 

of a Coney Island hotel. RELES, a member of Murder, Inc., 

had informed on the subject and others in the murder of some 
fifty- six persons in New York City and Sullivan County. 

Considerable political capitol was made in the 
1950 New York City election campaign of former Mayor WILLIAM 
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O'DuYER's failure to prosecute ANASTASIA while O'DliYER 
was Brooklyn District Attorney. Allegations were made by 
Republican mayor candidate EDWARD CORSI that 0 'DWYER 
and the Brooklyn Prosecutor's Office were guilty of gross 
laxity, inefficiency and mal-administration in a failure 
to prosecute the subject. 

Further allegations were made whereby AKASTASIA 's 
police wanted card was removed from police file/r on May 
1942. It is to be further noted that BENEDJ^lJ^RCRI, 
a long time associate of the subject and former official 
of the Sancor Corporation, is currently confined in New Yor k 
City Jail awaiting trial for the garment district muraer 
of union organizer WILLIAM LURGE in May 19U9. 

Former Mayor WILLIAM 0« DWYER gave testimony 
in the 6th hearing of the Senate Cpime I n vestigating Committee 
at United States Courthouse, Foley'Square, concerning his 
reasons for not prosecuting ALBERT AKASTASIA. These reasons 
ail center aoout the fact that RELZS was the main St^te 
witness against Ai.ASvASIA and as a result of his, ROLL'S', 
death the indictment was dismissed. 

According to B.B. TURKOS, RELES, Murder, Inc. 
inforrant, stated prior to his death at the Half Moon Hotel, 
that ALbL'RT ANASTASIA was the boss of Murder, Inc. and that 
no murder could be committed without ALBERT AKASTASIA 1 s 
permission. 

EDVmRD A. HEFFERMAN, former Assistant District 
Attorney unuer WILLIAM O'DWxER, testified before the New 
York City Crime Commission racket investigation on December 
17, 1952 that in the gang murder of longshoreman PETER PANTO, 
he had received information from ALBERT ANNEHEAUN, one of 
the informants of Murder, Inc. that MENDY WEISS admitted 
mugging PANTO in the home of JAMES "Dirty FaQ.e^D^ERRACO in 
Ne w Jerse y in 191+9 in the company of tS'e "subjeclSov 



ALBERT ANASTASIA has appeared before several 
Crime Commissions of the Federal Government and the State 
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and a review of testimony reflects that the subject furnished 
only negative information. An example of the fact of 
negative information may be seen in the subject's testimony 
before the New York State Crime Commission where he was 
accompanied by Counsel JAMES A. MAJOR, 2lp. Main Street, 
Hacksensack, New Jersey. 

MAJOR immediately requested that he make a 
snort statement for record with the permission of the Com- 
mission. The following is an exact quote from Mr. MAJOR'S 
statement: < 

"Mr. ANASTASIA at present is named defendant 
in suit instituted by the United States Attorney for the 
District of New Jersey for the purpose of denaturalizing 
him and deporting him from the United States to Italy. He 
has been called as a witness before the Bergen Grand Jury 
which was investigating the death of WILLIAM MO RETT I which 
took place in Bergen County. He is also under investigation 
by the United States Treasury Department, we believe in 
connection with the Internal Revenue Act. 

"This morning's "Times" indicates there has 
been some suggestion that Mr.ANASTASIA might be involved in 
a killing which took place in 19if0, For that reason we 
have advised Mr. ANASTASIA that it is within his right to 
decline to answer any questions which might tend to incriminate 
him. " 

From this point on the subjs ct refused to 
answer many questions concerning his associates, income, 
background, etc. Concerning ANASTASIA 's connection with 
WILLIAM MORETTI the following is reported: 

According to an article appearing in the 
"Brooklyn Eagle" on October 5, 1951, MORETTI met his death 
typical gangster style at a restaurant, Cliff side Park, 
New Jersey. The article indicated that four men had been 
waiting in the restaurant and one had gone outside to look 
around just before MORETTI appeared. A moment later 
shots rang out and MORETTI was found dead on the floor. There 
were no witnesses to this murder. 
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• An article in the "Heaald Tribune" dated 
October 9, 1951, reflects that on October 8, 1951 WILLIAM 
KORETTI was buried in St. Michael's Cemetary at Lodi, 
New Jersey. The article described the funeral as a 
typical gangster type in that floral tributes had come 
from PRAM CGSTELLO, JOE ADONIS, ALBERT ANASTASIA and 
VITO GENOVESE; however, none of the individuals attended 
the funeral itself. 

On October 10, 1951 former SA ^[ W 
Wj who at that time was Chief Investigator for the 
uew-^ork State Anti-Crime 'Commission, advised that a contract 
was made with convicted bookmaker HARRY GROSS involving v c 
eighteen policemen in the recent trial in Brooklyn, New 
York. 

The above contract involved an agreement 
whereby for the price of £200,000.00 GROSS agreed to arrange 
his testimony so as to force Judge SAIaJLL LIHB0V.1TZ to 
dismiss the indictment against the eighteen police defendants. 

GROSS had insisted that third par-ties be 
brought into the contract in order to assure him that the 
police would carry out part**Df the agreement, namely the 
payment of money to one aENNY^^OV.'ITZ, proprietor of the 
71 Club, 53 Henry Street, Brooklyn, N e w York . As a result 
of the GROSS contract JAKES \»JBI, the right-hand-man otM- 
the subject, was brought into t>he" agreement. KAURI had an 
unidentified lawyer who was supposed to have met GROSS siiortly 
after the latter' s escape from police custody while at his 
home in Atlantic Beach, 

The service charge for this contract was 
$10,000.00oaid to MACRI and the subject. On October 5 and 
6, 195l|^^^pPadvised that he was extremely concerned 
that wholesale shooting might soon occur as a result of ^ 

KORETTI's death. He stated that he had information that 

KORETTI was going to be killed and he knew ASAS^ASIA was 
supposed to be killed. 

He explained that after MORETTI and INAS^ASIA 
had arranged and completed a contract between the ind 'cted 
policemen and HARRY GROSS and after GROSS had carried through 
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his part of the contract MORETTI, apparently with 
ANASTA3IA 1 s backing, had indicated a "shake down" of the 
indicted policemen and their co-conspiratcr s to the tune 
of $100,000.00. As a result of the "shake down" a certain 
group of plainclothesmen made an agreement to talk the 
matter over with MORETTI and A\ T ASTASIA. Two representatives 
of that group were supposed to meet MORETTI and AKASTASIA 
at the restaurant the morning MORETTI was shot. 




continued that although no one felt 

sorry for MORETTI and ANASTASIA since they had broken their 
agreement, nevertheless they fe ared the outcome of recent 
evidence. According toWtfi&FB he felt sure that AWASTA3IA was 
next on the list. ^^^^^ 



In a clipping from the newspaper, "Brooklyn 
Eagle" dated November 21, 1951 in an article entitled, 
"Hot Springs Says No to ANA3TA3IA Sojourner" the following 
is reflected: 

"Gangster ALBERT ANASTASIA reported marked 
for death by the underworld was barricated today behind the 
high wire fence surrounding his Italian style villa at Port 
Lee, New J e rsey with no place to go. 

"The former lord high executioner of Murder, 
Inc. was told by the underworld to get out and face the ' 
same fate as gangster WILLIE KORETTI who was shot down in a 
Cliff side Park, New Jersey restaurant on October Ij.th, the 
New York Anti-Crime Commission reported yesterday." 

"MORETTI and ANASTASIA were accused of double- 
crossing underworld pals, the Committee said, but it was 
reported that the Mafia- led mobsters had told ANASTASIA they 
would spare him if he retired to Hot Springs, Arkansas. It 
is to be noted that the murder of WILLIE MORETTI to this day 
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herewith verbatim. ■..«•'•. ri r 5 ■ 

_ i read a witty comment somewhere concerning this J 
KSSrii, finally getting the -CHAIR? 






NOT F^CORDED V,;- .^ : 

- *. tola « 

about it. 



S'T!.^;.. T n.gleoteato r„„ort it. 



is inclined at times to boastful ' ^i 

« i would 



^^UvT^Tk^to know this letter has reached you, -and to have 
I would l«e to mow There was a man 



I would like ;:%Sr i J^Le will not oe used/ There was a man 
SSilg 3 ™ £3 SoSTtolSner whore the conrarBtaipn too^ 
place^e was working on a cross-word, ^le, and might .Ml hare 
been one of your staff. . ,~ . • " 
With kindest wi«hes for your succe 
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had informed on the subject ai5 others in the nurder of some 
fifty-six persons in <>ew York City and Sullivan County. 

Considerable political capital was made in th'e 
1950 i«ew York City election campaign of former Mayor William 
0' Buyer's failure to prosecute Anastasia while O'Dwyer 
was Brooklyn District Attorney. Allegations were made by 
Republican mayor candidate Edward Corsi that O'Dwyer 
and the Brooklyn Prosecutor's Office were guilty of gross 
laxity, inefficiency and mal-administration in a failure 
to prosecute the subject. 

Further allegations were made whereby Anastasia' a 
police wanted card was removed from p&lice files on May lj., 
19U2, It is to be further note'- 1 that Benedict Macri, 
a long time associate of the subject and former official 
of the Sa.ioor Corporation, is currently confined in i\'ew York 
City Jail awaiting trial for the varment district murder of 
union organizer Villi am Lurye in Hay 19U9. 

Forner Mayor "illiav. O'Dwyer gave testimony 
in the 6th hearing of the Senate Crime Investigation Committee 
at Unite" States Courthouse, Foley Sqvare, concerning his 
reasons for not prosecuting Albert Anastasia. These reasons 
all center about the fact that Reles was the main State 
witness arrainst Anastasia and as a result of his, Heles', 
death the indictment was dismissed. 

According to B.B. Turkus, Reles, Murder, Inc. 
informant, stated prior to his death at the Half Moon Hotel, 
that Albert Anastasia was the boss of Murder, Inc. and that 
no murder could be committed without Albert Anastasia's 
permission. 

Albert Anastasia has appeared before several 
Crime Commissions of the Federal Government and the State 
and a review of testimony reflects that the subject furnished, 
only negative information. An example of the fact of 
negative information may be seen in the subject's testimony 
before the *<ew York State Crime Commission where he was 
accompanied by Counsel James A. Major, 2kl Main street, 
Hacksensack, w'ew Jersey. 

Ma.ior immediately requested that he lake a 
short statement for record with the per mission of the Com- 
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mission. The following is an exact quote from Kr. --iajor's 
statement: 

"Kr. Anastasia at present is named defendant 
in suit institute? by the United States Attorney for the 
District of New Jersey for* the purpose of denaturalizing^ 
him and deporting him from the United States to Italy. He 
has been called as a witness before the Bergen Grand Jury 
which was Investigating the death of William Moretti which 
took place in Bergen County. He is also under Investigation 
by the United States Treasury Department, we believe in 
connection with the Internal Revenue Act. 

"This morning's "Times" indicates there has 
been some suggestion that Mr. Anastasia might be involved In 
a killing which took place in I9I4-O. For that reason we 
have advised Kr. Anastasia that it is within his right to 
decline to answer any questions which might tend to incriminat 
him." 

From this point of the subject refused to 
answer many questions concerning his associates, income, 
background, etc. Concerning Anastasia' s connection with 
William iioretti the following is reported: 

According to an article appearin- in the 
"Brooklyn ia<"le" on October 5, 1951, Moretti met his death 
t^ical -anrster style at a restaurant, Cliffside Fark, 
New Jersey. The article indicated that four men ha? been 
waiting In the restaurant and one had 'one outside to look 
around just before Moretti appeared. A moment later 
shots ranr out and lloretti was found dead on the floor. 
There were no witnesses to this murder. 

It was reported on October 10,1951 that a contract 
was made with convicted bookmaker Harry Gross Involving 
eighteen policemen in the recent trial in Brooklyn, New York. 
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H The above contract involved an agreement 

M whereby for the price of $200,000.00 Gross. agreed to arrange 

||j his testimony so as to force Judge Samuel ^eibowitz to 

dismiss the indictment against the eighteen police defendants. 

« • \i 

Gross had insisted that third parties be 
pM brought into the contract in order to assure him that the 

IS police would carry out part of the agreement, namely the 

payment of money to one Benny OrowL tz, proprietor of the 
71 Club, fJ3 Henry Street, Brooklyn, New York. As a result 
of the Gross contract James Macri, the right-hand-man of 
the subject, was brought into the agreement. Macri had an 
unidentified lawyer viho was supposed to have met Gross shortly 
after the latter 1 s escape from police custody while at his 
home in Atlantic 3each. 

It ws.s found that Koretti end Anastasia had arranged 
fjj and completed a contract between the indicted policemen and 

rji Harry Gross aid after Gross had carried through his part of 

t&S « the contract Koretti, apparently with Anastasia' s backing, 
hsd indicated a "shake down" of the indicted policemen 
anc their co-conspirators to the tune of :)100, 000.00 
As a result of the "shake clown" a certain group of 
plainclothesmen made an agreement to talk the matter over 
with Koretti and Anastasia. Two representatives of that 
liii group we-" supposed to meet Koretti and Anastasia at the 

i'4 ! restaurant the morning Horetti was shot. 

t$ 

In a clipping from the nevispaper, "Brooklyn 
£3 Eagle" datev November 21, 1951 in an article entitled, 
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"Hot Springs Says No to Anastasia Sojourner" the following 
is reflected: 

"Gangster Albert Anastasia reported marked 
for death by the underworld was barricated today behind the ^ 
high wire fence surrounding his Italian style villa at Port 
Lee, New Jersey with no place to go. 

"The former lord high executioner of Murder, 
Inc. was 'told by the underworld to get out and face the 
same fate as gangster Willie Morett5" who was shot down in a 
Cliffside Park, New Jersey restaurant on October lj.th, the 
Hew York Anti-Crime Commission reported yesterday." 

"Koretti and Anastasia were accused of double- 
crossing underworld pals, the Committee said, but it was 
reported that the Hafia-led mobsters had told Anastasia they 
would spare him if he retired to Hot Springs, Arkansas. J-t 
is to be noted that the murder of Willie Moretti to this day 
has .not been solved, although Hew Jersey State authorities 
apparently are still investigating." 

In a clipping from the "New York World Telegram 
and Sun" dated Aupust 13, 1953 in an article entitled, "United 
States stepping up deportation racketeers, rpd tarcets" the 
following is reflected: 

Albert Anastasia is cne of the seventeen 
naturalized citizens who have denaturalization suits pending 
a~ainst them. 

In an article in the "Jew York Daily News" 
dated Octo:er 1L, 1953, entitled, "Treated bad but killer 
Al likes the United States" the following is reflected: 

Fighting vigorously for civil liberties Albert 
Anastasia, retired executioner of Hurder, Inc., protested 
yesterday before Newark Federal Judge William Smith that he 
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had to stand some very bum raps in his day. 

Nonetheless, in spite of the terrible abuses 
of personal freedom in this country, especially in Brooklyn, 
where the Homicide cops were always picking on Albert he 
made it plain he doesn't want to leave it. The country, 
that is, not Brooklyn. 

The following article appeared in the April 27, 195k 
issue of the Ifew York Times", entitled, "Anastasia' s 
Citizenship Revoked by United States Court" the following 
is reflected: 

"Albert Anastasia of Port Lee lost his citizenship 
here today when Federal District Court Judge William A. 
Smith signed a denaturalization order. Pierre Garvan, 
assistant Unites States attorney, informed the court that 
deportation proceedings would be postponed pending an appeal 
by Anastasia, described by the Department of Justice as" a 
one-time head of the Brooklyn gang known as Murder, Inc. 
His correct name is Umberto Anastasio." 

"Judge Smith has upheld the Government's 
contention that Anastasia obtained naturalization papers in 
19U-3 , having concealed part of his criminal record, and that, 
as a 17year old seaman on an Italian vessel, he deserted ship 
in Sew York in 1917, thus entering this country illegally." 

The following article aDDeared on September 20, 
19^ in the I'Hew York Herald Tribune", entitled, "Anastasia 
Citizenship Plea Upheld" "Fraud Ruled Out in 2-1 Decision" 
the following is reflected: 

"The United States Circuit Court of Appels today 
upheld Albert Anastasia, once the "lord high executioner 
of Murder, Inc., in his appeal of a lower court decision 
that had stripped him of citizenship. The court ruled 2-1 



0 



o 



that Anastasla had not defrauded the government, as charged, 
in obtaining citizenship." 

"He had been stripped of citizenship by United 
States District Court Jurge V/illiam P. Smith in Newark, 
N.J., April, 195i}. on grounds he entered the country illegally 
and conoealed his criminal record. The government charged 
he obtained citizenship through fraud and failed to mention 
a number of arrests in his application for naturalization 
papers." 

"Cite Examiner's Finding" 

The Circuit Court's majority opinion, written 
by Judge Harry E. Kalodner," said Anastasia was examined by an 
experienced Naturalization examiner in 19-';3 and it was 
recommenced he be granted his petition for naturaliztion. 
The opinion, concurred in by Jucg . Herbert F. Goodrich, 
said the e::eniner r>ust_ have realised the defendant had 
fraudulently' concealed his crrninal record in registration 
proceedings in 1931 •" 

"Judge Kaldoner asked "in the light of these 
circumstances how csn it be said that the go-'ern^ent v;as the 
victim of any fravd on the part of the defendant when it received ' 
his naturalization in 191+3?. 

The opinion said that in such a case "the law should 
be construed as far as reasonably possible in favor of the 
citizen." "There must be a solidity of proof which leaves no 
troubling doubt in deciding a question of such gravity as is 
implied in an attempt to reduce the person to the status of 
alien from that of citizen." 

"Anastasia was admitted to citizenship in June 29, 19!+3, 
through a special act of Congress which permittee* aliens \-tio 
served in the armed forces to avoid red tape." 



According to B.3. Turkus the waterfront 
had been Albert Anastasia's apples almost since the day he 
slippe- into the United States in 1917. Although Albert 
claims since 19U-B he has been part owner of a dress company 
in Hazleton, Pennsylvania, it is well known that. Anastasia 
controlled the 3rookIyn piers for years. 

For example in October, 19k$ Albert Anastasia 
caused the longshoremen. to return to work after the famous 
i^ew York waterfront strike. It is noted that the section 
that reported back to work first was the Brooklyn element 
of the International Longshoreman's Association headed by 
Anastasia^^Atthis time Anastasia had the idea of getting 
rid of Jj||||||l^who apparently had control of waterfront 
unions ini!ewiork City for some time and it was Anastasia's 
idea to set up a Brooklyn enpf.re of the ILA. 

In a telegram dated October 29, 19£l released 
by the i'ev: York City Anti- Crime Commission which was sent 
to Governor Thomas Dewey and signed by Spruille Braden, 
Chairnan of the ]-:e"York City Anti-Crime Commission, 
reflected the following: 

Among the mobsters who dominate the majority 
of the I1A are Anthony Anastasia, Brooklyn waterfront boss 
whose power derives from his brother Albert, lord high 
executioner of Murder, Inc. 

Albert Anastasia was tried in November of 19~; 
on charges of evading income tax payment of Oil, 71^.2. 00 for 
the years 19U7 and 19Il r . After five weeks trial the jury 
failed to reach a verdict and a mistrial was ordered. 

On Hay 1, 195^, news releases from Miami, Florida, 
reported the discovery that Charles Ferri and his wife were 
missing f'-om their home five miles northeast of Miami, and 
it was indicated that at the time they could not call it 
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murder until their bodies were located. It appeared to be 
that such was the case. The Pen-i residence in Miami was 
apparently a shambles with blood found on the living room, 
bedroom, tndbathroom floors, in addition to the hallway. 
There was also found a large pool of blood beside Mrs. Perri's 
bed. Charles Ferri, age oft, was a former Port Lee, I<ew Jersey 
resident and was to have been a principal witness for the 
government in the retrial of Anastasia. Perri, who retired 
a few years ago from the plumbing and heat ing contracting 
business in Port Lee, was a witness in Anastasia' s first 
trial which resulted in a "hung. jury" . Perri had testified 
in that trial that he was paid ;*,700.00 for plumbing and 
heating work on Anastasia' s home at 7£ Bluff Road, in Port 
Les. Perri's testimony was Important because he was one 
of a few witnesses to say that he had received money directly 
from Anastasia. His testimony was that Anastasia gave him 
$1, 000.00 in each and that the remainder came from two 
foreman on the job. Ferri could not be located for the 
purposes of servi.ig a subpeona for the second trial. 

Sudcien3^^y^^a^^^^^^^£, anastasia accompanied 
by his attorney, Wa^^^^^^B^SS appeared before Judge y \y 
I.adden, at Cariden, ancentered guilty pleas to two counts u 
of the income tax- evasion. 



On June 3i 195?, Federal Judge Thomas Madden 
sentenced Anastasia to one year in prison on each of the 
two counts but ordered that the sentences run concurrently. 
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The following is a description of Albert 
Anastasia, FBI #171r£$« 



Name 
Aliases 



Residence 
Born 

Age 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes • 

Hp 5 r 

Complexion 
Scars anc> iiarks 
Marital Status 
Brothers 



Albert Anastasia 
Albert Anastasia, true name 
Tfaberto Anastasio, with aliases 
Albert Anastasio, R. Albert 
Anastasio, Albert Amastasio 

Cliffside Park, New Jersey 
1902 (not verified), Torpea, 
Italy 

51, approximately 

White • ' 

Kale 

5' 7" 

175 lbs. 
Brom • 
Black 
Dark 

Harried - One son 
Anthony, 
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Office Memorandum - united states government 



TO 



V/r*oM 




DATE 



s October 25, 1957 



Time of Call 6:00 p. nu 



subject: ALBER'PaNASTASIA : m ' ■ 
MISCELLANEOUSJINFORMATION 

CONCERNING Q 



While talking to ASAC E. J. McCabe on another matter, 
?£TZ£U m ££"e - they tajjffl. 



| leads that looked promising whatsoever. 

V 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



Mr. Rose 



OM 



SUBJBCT: 




A)' 



date: October 25, 1957 



ALBERT ANASTASIA 
TOP HOODLUM 



Call: 11:10 a.m. 



SA^^^^^^gy of the New York Office advised that 
an Agent chanced to be at the 18th Precinct of the New York 
Police Department at 11 a.m. this morning. A call came in 
reporting that a hooded or masked man had walked into the 
Park Sheraton Hotel and shot and killed a man alleged to be 
Albert Anastasia, a top hoodlum in New York who controls 
a large part of the water front. 

The New York Office had no further details at the time 
but advised that such would be furnished as soon as obtained. 
The above is for your current information, and you will be 
informed of developments. 



Tols 

Booramon — 
Belmont . 
Mohr. 
Partoa 
Rosenl 
Tamm { 
Trotter . 
Neaie 

Tele. Room — 
HoJlaman — 
Gandy 
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1 - Mr. Nichols 




ZA OCT 29 1957 




Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



MOM 



i Mr. Rorel 



datb; October 2$, 1957 




Tolton — 
Nichols _ 
Boaidnuin . 
Belmont — 



soBjBcr: ALBERT ANASTASIA 
TOP HOODLUM 



Call: 12:32 p.m. 



Mohr 

Parsons . 
Rosen _ 
Tamo — 
Trottei _ 



Nease. 
Tele. Boon _ 
Holloman — 
Gundy 



SA ■ ■■■V of the New York Office telephonlcally 
advised that the individual who had been shot this morning 
at the Park Sheraton Hotel in Hew York City had been identified 
a3 Albert Anastasia. The identification was made by his brother^ j 
Anthony. 



m stated two masked men walked into the barber shop 
at the hotel. Anastasie was in the barber chair. The men fired 
three shots, killing Anastasia, and successfully made their 
escape. 

The above was furnished to Kr. Wick in Mr. Nichols's 
office. 




cc: 1 - Kr. Nichols 
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November 2i, 1957 




Your letter of November 11, 1957, has been 
received, and I appreciate your Interest In making this Infor- 
mation available. 

I must point out, however, that the situation 
concerning which you wrote is not one within the tevestigative 
Jurisdiction of this Bureau. You may, therefore, wish to com- 
municate In this regard with the New York City Police Department. 
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CP MM - FBI 
MAILED 2C_ J 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



3" 



S 




2 rr's New York wttb iwr? '^s&g&lSil incoming. 

ATTENTION SAC?: You are authorized to orally advise tfce New Yo 
Citv Police Department of the contents of attached letter* ^UjfolNut the 
SLmstanc^u^der which this information has M^***]^ specific, 
calling to the attention of such officials the ^f^^^/f^ *? rm 
assurance that his identity will not be revealed as theM&urc&of this inform 
Do ncfivise the person you contact of the correspondeVt^ntity. 
cc - Detroit (info), with copy of incoming. 

NOTE- Correspondent, requesting his identity not be revealed, furnishes 
information linking Teamster Union official Hoffa with toe recentstajtap 
of New York gangster, Anastasia. Neither correspond** nor^BM 
identifiable in Bufiles. This information of no interest to Investigative 
ivision. L^^^m 1 U.,. 
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O 



UNITE! 



GOVERNMENT 



to i MR. L. V. BOARDMANjl 



(^ou A. ROSEtfl-- 



subjbct: ALBERT AN AST ASIA 



DATB: 10/28/57 



if 



I called ASAC E.J. McCabe, New York, and referred to 
the article which appeared in the New Yor k Herald Tribune, dated 
October 28, 1957, which was by-lined by Richard C^Wald concerning 
the death of Anastasia. I advised McCabe in accordance with the»/ N h / 
Director's comment that he was to be alert to any possible federal - 
angle within our jursdiction which may arise in this situation. McCabe 
stated that they have been keeping in close touch with the Police Departmei 
and as yet nothing has developed. The police have been unable to get 
anywhere with the ir investigatio n. He stated 

but so far they" 



Tolson — 
NlchoU — 
Boo rin i fln • 
Belmont — 

Mshr 

Pm*on» _ 
Rosen _— 
Tons — — 
Trotter — 
Nease— 
Tele. Rood 
Holloman . 
Candy 
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Mafia Ling! 
Li Death of 
Anastasia?^ 

Killing Revives | 
'Syndicate' Talk 

By Richard CWald" 
The gangland slaying of Albert 
Anastasia Friday morning as he 
sat In a Park Sheraton Hotel 
barber chair, has brought spec 
ulation to bear once again on 
the Inner organization of un- 
derworld syndicates, the Mafia. 

When it Is quiet, the Mafia is 
far from Inactive. It Is simply 
working smoothly as the organ- 
izing center of much of the 
crime in the United States. 
When It erupts Into the head- 
lines, as it may be doing in the 
Anastasia slaying, It's an indi- 
cation that there has been fric- 
tion somewhere along th» ."»« 
and the chief hoods are taking 
care of their own personnel 
problems, 

BtlievnJ *00 Tears Old 

The origins of the Mafia are 
lost in the history of Sicily, a 
,'rocky. .mountainous island at 
the toe of Italy, famous over 
the century for Its brigands. It 
probably started some 700 years 
ago and in its reign, particu-j 
larly during the Napoleonic 
wars, it served as a center for 
local resistance of foreign in- 
vaders. 

At its heart is the Sicilian 
concept of "omerta." not simply 
secrecy but. a complete refusal 
to cooperate in any way at any 
£ime with the "outsiders" who 
constitute the government and 
the police. During the last cen- 
tury it discarded patriotism and 

I concentrated on various rack- 
ets. It kept its laws and chose 
Its leaders through violence. 

i* Mafia came to this country 
in the late 1800s, along with 
waves of Italian immigrants 
and another society called Ca- 
in om, or the Black Hand whose 
members and name it gradually 
assimllrted. Its first outbreak 
of violence here was in 1890. 
when operators of a Mafia 
"protection" racket killed the 
chief of police In New Orleans. 
Eleven men were lynched by a 
mob of o utraged. Newjjrleans 
9Rtzen?%efore the Incident was 
closed. 
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Chicago, Jfew YorkjDenlerY>» 

j -'ill new York and Chicago!] 
' where .large groups of Italian 
immigrants settled, Mafia 'dug 
In. It had a dual face. For 

siiny, under the guise of the 
TJrilone Siellione, It was a social 
organization, a mutual aid so- 
ciety from the old country. As 

I the Mafia, though, a sort of 
vigilante arm of the TJnione. it 
worked its way into the rackets 
and provided "enforcement" 
for people who got out of line. 

The men who ran it -were 
Sicilians by birth or descent, a 
number of Italians from the 
southern regions of the penln 
sula, and a very few outsiders. 
The "mafiusl" here continued' 
their contacts with the old 
country, but evolved their own- 
leadership — a series of co-or-i 
dinating councils, parceled-out 
territories, and rank-and-file; 
mobsters. £ 
The story runs that in the * 
'30s. when Mafia left penny-; 
ante protection for bootlegging,., 
narcotics, numbers and prostl-" 
tution rackets, Salvatore Ma-i 
ranzano, then' titular head of, 
the organization, came here 
from Sicily to take over.,. Al 
Corion*. it. is Mid. went to'him 
■ and put it on the line— Capone 
ran the Syndicate here and 
would brook no opposition. Ma- 
ranzano got a $2,000 a week 
honorarium for his title. When 
he tried to set up his own 
organization, he was murdered. 

The men who reportedly con- 
trol the Mafia now were boys 
in those days. They were the 
young rank-and-file gunmen 
who made good. This was pub- 
licized during the New York 
State Crime Commission hear- 
ings and the Kefauver Com' 
mittee hearings in ZD51 and 
191 



) 

Alumni of Than 



"Lucky" Luciano, 
Frank Costello, Vlto Qenovese, 
Thomas Ltichese, alias Three 
Finger Brown. Willie and Sal 
vatore Morettl, Joe Adonis. Jack 
Drama, and the executioner, 
Albert Anastasia, were held to- 
gether by links which were sup- 
posed to be nothing more than 
acquaintance but seemed noth< 
ing less than a blood pact and 
control of roulti-mllllon-dollar 
rackets. . 
, That they. never liked the 
publicity seems obvious. They 
may also have been panicked 
by It. In 1951. Philip Mangano 
was found dead in a Canarsie 
swamp. It was believed at the 
time that he was trying to get 
out of the Mafia. No one has 
ever been known to leave alive. 
His brother, Vincent, one of the 
inner-ciicle men in the organ- 
ization, disappeared. 

Luciano, Adonis and Dragna, 
reputedly the boss of the West 
Coast, have been deported. 
Willie Morettl was shot to death. 
His brother Salvatore died In 
prison. Last May 2 someone 
took a shot at Frank Costello, 
who was supposed to be one of 
the elder statesmen and above- 
the-strife gentlemen of the 
Mafia. Lucbese, an intimate of 
politicians and gangsters, is 
living as quietly as ppssible. 

Much of the speculation 
about the organization centers 
on Genovese. He may be the 
"Don" of the organization here. 
It could have been that Albert 
Anasnasla wanted to move/up 
the executive ladder of thefar- 
gtniiatlon and the quiet pea 
i . trie background said no. . 
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CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 

In the book entitled, "Murder, Inc." by Sid 
Feder and Burton*. B.Turkus concerning the subject the following 
is reflected: 

Albert Anastasia has been getting away with 
murder for thirty years now, and a lot of people have been 
helping him. Since 1920, three years after he jumped ship 
and s-rugrlea his way into the United States, Anastasia has 
been close to some thirty assassinations with gun, icepick and 
strangling rope either inperson or by direction. 

The New York City Police Department has linked 
Anastasia to twenty different slayings. Albert Anastasia' s 
oily jail penalty was for carrying a gun in 1923. For five 
murders he was arrested, for two he was tried in a court of 
lav;, for one he even went to the death house, for the remainder 
he was discharged. His activity in Murder, Inc. left bodies 
all over America and after the formation of the syndicate 
underworld lav? decreed they could not murder without his 
approval . 

According to police reports in connection with 
the kidnapping of ^sidor Juffe in 1932 for which Joe Adonis 
was indicted the subject was recognized by Juffe as being 
amonr h-.s assailants in this kidnapping. Th'e subject was 
never indicted or convicted for this crime. 

On November 21, 1950 United States Attorney 
Franklin J. Parker, "Eastern District of New York, issued a 
press release announcement that he was opening an all out 
inquiry into the activity of the subject with a ship repair 
concern. Reference was made to the Sancor Corporation which 
filed bankruptcy papers in Brooklyn Federal Court in 1937* 
The article emphasized the fact that Albert Anastasia resided 
in a $100,000.00 Spanish type mansion surrounded, by a high 
wire fence fitted with spotlights. 

The article recalled, that Anastasia was a key 
witness in the Murder, Inc. investigation and that a murder 
charge naming him as the murderer of Morris Diamond, union 
official, was dismissed when the racketeering •"be Keles plunged 
to his de?th on November 12, 19-'jl from the fifth floor window 
of a Coney ^sland hotel, -eles, a member of Murder, Inc., 



O 



has not been solved, although New Jersey State authorities 
apparently are still investigating." 




I n a clipping from the "Sev York World Telegram 
and Sun" dated August 13, 1953 in an article entitled, "United 
States stepping up deportation racketeers, red targets" the 
following is reflected: 

ALBERT ANASTASIA is one of the seventeen 
naturalized citizens who have denaturalization suits pending 
against them. 

In an article in the "Hew York Daily News" 
dated October llf, 1953, entitled, "Treated bad but killer 
Ah likes the United States" the following is reflected: 

Fighting vigorously for civil liberties ALBERT 
ANASTASIA, retired executioner of Murder, Inc., protested 
yesterday before Newark Federal Juage WILLIAM S?-:ITH that he 
had to stand some very bum raps in his day. 

Nonetheless, in spite of the terrible abuses 
of personal freedom in this country, especially In Brooklyn, 
where the Homicide cops were always picking on ALBERT he 
made it plain he doesn't want to leave it. The country, 
that is, not Brooklyn. 

In a preliminary prosecution defense conference 
before Judge SMITH the hood's lawyers would only conceed 
three items on his record as produced by the Gov e rnmeh't". '"' Two" 
were homicide raps and indictment back in 1921 which was 
dismissed and a direct verdict of acquittal for trial in 1933. 
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The third admission was a penitentiary term he did in 
1923 for carrying concealed weapons. 

The following is a listing of criminal 
associates of ALBERT ANASTaSIA obtained from a review of 
references: 
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The New York Office is presently obtaining 
listings for the above numbers. 

According to B.B. TURKUS the waterfront 
had been ALBERT AKASTA3IA 1 s apples almost since the day he 
slipped into the United States in 19#7. Although ALBiCRT 
claims since 19^8 he has been part owner of a dress company 
in Eazleton, Pennsylvania, it is well known that AHAjTASIA 
controlled the Brooklyn piers for years. 

For exaryle in October 19k$ ALi>LRT ANA STASIA 
caused the longshoremen to return to work after the famous 
New York waterfront strike. It is noted that the section 
that reported back to work first was the Brooklyn element 
of the International Longshoreman's Association headed by 
A:iASTAS3^Ajjthis time ANAoTASIA had the idea of getting 
rid of H^p^pwho apparently had control of water-front 
unions iir wew * 0 rk City for some time and it was ANASTA3IA 1 s 
idea to set up a Brooklyn empire of the ILA. 
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In a telegram dated October 29, 1951 released 
by the New York City .Anti-Crime Commission which was sent 
to Governor TKGKAS E. DEWEY and signed by SPRUILLE BRADEN, 
Chairman of the New Y 0 rk City Anti-Crime Commission, reflected 
the following: 

Among the mobsters who dominate the majority 
of the ILA are AETHOHY Al* ASTASIA, Brooklyn waterfront boss 
whose power derives from his brother ALBERT, lord high 
executioner of Murder, Inc. 




-15- 



The New York Office at the present time is 
attempting to verify all of ALSERT ANASTASIA's present union 
activity in Brooklyn with his brother ANTHONY ANASTA3IA. 

An attempt was made for a personal Interview 
with ALBERT AKASTA SIA b y agents of the New York Office i n 
December of 1^ " — ----- — - — 



Daring this perioaAKTKL „ „ 

"on trial in Brooklyn concerning recent strikes on t he water- - 
front and it was deemed advisable to withhold interview of ALBERT 
ANA5TASIA pending the results of this trial. 

CATION AND 
RECORD 
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On November 19, 1953 the following identification 
record of ALBERT A::ASTA3IA, FBI #171 579 was furnished by the 
Identification Division of the Bureau: 



Contributor 

of Fingerprints 



Name and 
Number 



Arrested or 
Received 



Charge 



Police Department, 
New York, New York 

Army 



Alien Registration 



ALBERT ANASTASIO 



UMBERTO ANASTASIO 
#32l+J+6682 

UKLERTO ASA3TASI0 

#5881+331 



October 21, 
1936 



Vagrancy 



Alien registration 
Kay 18, 191+2 
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Contributor of 
Fingerprints 



Name and 
Number 



Arrested or 
Received 



Cnage 



District 



UMBER TO 



Identification 



Coast Guard Office, ANAS TA 310 Card 
Third Naval District, #031-1675506 December 26, 1944 
New York, New York 

On March 17, 1921, Brooklyn, New York, homicide; on 
July 3, 1921, sentenced to be electrocuted, trial 
reversed, motion dismissed, December 6, 1921. 
Sing Sing Prison, as ALBERTO AIASTASIO, #B-72527, 
May 25, 1921, execution, murder first; discharged 
December 10, 1921 to custody of Sheriff Kin s County; 
reversal of judgment and new trial granted. 
On August 16, 1922, Brooklyn, homicide; on August 21, 

1922, discharged (iiew York). 

April 6, 1923, Brooklyn, New York, felonious assault; 
on April 24, 1923, discharged. 

June 6, 1923, Brooklyn, New Sork, revolver; on July 13, 

1923, Blackv;ell's Island Penitentiary. 

V.A.-.TED: As aLc&i? A. aStASIO, as a witness in connection 
with an investigation. Notify, Chief Investigator, 
.State Depar-tment of Law, Kings County, Investigator, 
thorough Hall, Brooklyn, New York, per information 
received therefrom February 20, 194-1. 

NO LONGER WANTED: As ALBERT AIASTASIO, per information 
received October 15, 1942. 

ALBERT Al* ASTASIA, harboring; January 21, 1942, 
indictment nolle prosscd. 

DESCRIPTION 



ANASTASIA, FBI #171-579: 



The following is a description of ALBERT 



Name 
Aliases 



ALBERT AM STASIA 
Albert Anastasia, true name 
Uraberto Anastasio, with aliases 



Albert Anastasio, R. Albert 
Anastasio, Albert Anastasio 
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Residence 
Born 

Age 

Race 

Sex 

Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 

Complexi on 
Scars and Marks 
Marital Status 
Brothers 



Cliff side Park, New J e rsey 
1902 (not verified), Torpea, 
Italy 

5>1, approximately 

White 

Male 

51711 

17$ lbs. 
Brown 
Black 
Dark 

Married - One son 
AHTBOflY. J0SEPH,f~ 
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Director, FBI - ; ' ..;-.'.*"•.;, date: 3/31/5V • 

SAC, Ngj York (9^19- sub file 5) 

AXBERT ANASTASIA, was 
? TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 
... NEW YORK AREA; s 

Enclosed herewith are two copies of a supplementary 
memorandum containing pertinent information developed con- 
cerning the subject, obtained since the date of the s u mmary 
memorandum submitted by NYO on 2/25/5 1 +. 



* ft .f 





Encs. (2) *^&j&>!> 





March 31, 195 1 * 



GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 

ALBERT ANASTASIA 
TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 

ALBERT ANASTASIA, was 
FBI Number 171579 



This supplementary memorandum has been prepared 
from information received concerning the subject since the 
date of the original summary memorandum submitted by the 
New York Office on February 25, 199*, 

The "New York Daily News", for March 1, 195^ in an 
article entitled. "Al Anastasia Evade U.S. Tax?" "Not so, 
he says" . reflected that a Federal Grand Jury indicted ALBERT 
ANASTASIA, 51, one time chief executioner of Murder Inc., 
on two counts of tax evasion. 

Less than two hours later he appeared in Federal 
Court in Newark, N. J. and was released in $10,000 ball 
after pleading not guilty. He was given 30 days to file 
motions . 

The News article continues that the Government 
charged that ANASTASIA, now a part owner of the Madison Dress 
Co. Hazelton, Pa. owed $11, 7^2 in income tax for 19^7 and 

ANASTASIA, who lives in a mansion at 75 Bluff Road, 
Fort Lee, N. J., stated in his 19^7 return that he made 
$5,960 paying $789 in taxes. The Government claimed he made 
$25,728 and should have paid $8,930 taxes. The Government 
charged he made $25, 3^ and should have paid $5»591. 



BECORDED-48 ^CtfOW^j 
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Office Memorandum •- united states government - 

JJ ,"~> Toi»o 



TO 



noH i 



Mr. A. Rosen 




date. April 16, 1951*. SStr=I 



gOBjacr: J HBERTO (ALBERTj_ ANASTASIO 




JSI^iuiltion and Deportation Program. ^ - 

ffltoftMMEMDATIOM ; 

This memorandum to be routed to the Criminal Section 
for information. 





13 APR 231954 
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0 o 
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Date: 10-31-57 



PA 



Transmit the following message via 



AIRTEL 



(Priority or Utlhod of Hailing) 



Aft 



TO: DIRECTOR, FB^^ 
: \SAC, 



FROM 
RE: 



CLEVELAND (62-0) - 
V7\^ • :: ':■ 

ALBERT ANASTASIA - Ifurder Victim 
POLICE COOPERATION 




Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Bonrdm*n_ 
Mr. Belmonl 
Mr. Mohr_ 
Mr. P«T«n«« 
Mr. Rn<n> n r 

"Mr. ifc& TreT 

'tile. k& m 
R{r. 5pIloihait_L 



■ Si t-i 



The following anonymous typewritten communication 
was received by the Cleveland Office on 10-30-57 alleging 
that the killers of ANASTASIA are now in Cleveland and 
identif ies them as being an acqu aintan ce of a person who 
killed ^■■■■■■■■■■■Tabout five 
years ago and was arrested in Cleveland last year for \ 
blackmailing a druggist: V*. u 

"F.B.I. Cleveland Ohio 

"The two • • . who killed Anastasia in the barberchair 
are hiding in the apartment of their henchman the • • • 
who killed f| ■■■■HW' five years ago and was 
arrested here last year for black mailing a Drug is t. 

-c^Tes „ Ulster they are in Cleveland ,** 

. . ';. r The original Incoming communication is being 

retained, in the Cleveland files for such future use as may 
arise, "V. 

> % 3 " 

2- Cleveland Office will make appropriate confidential 
inquiry ~jkt Cleveland PD to determine possible identity of 
writer, 'V- 

New Tork Office requested to furnish above info 
to New Tork PD for any value or use it may be to that 
organization, 

MURPHY 





3-Bureau 
2 -New York 
2-Cleveland 
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• Office Memoi jnditin* • united sta is go 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

from SAC, SEtf YOBK (9*-*19 Sub-5) 



\6 



DATE: ll/l^M 1 



SUBJECT: 





ALBERT '^NAS TAS IA 
TOP HOODLUM COVERAGES 

to LA letter to NY dated 9/2 4/57, entitled 
\) wae . Top Hoodlum 



S, Mr. Clay, .n :_ 

\/\ I Tele * Ki "' m 

Y J Mr. H- ll.man 



>■ * ^maEBOBm^s&em > "«*" . «w«*wuu Coverage." IA letter to NY / 

/ ' dated 10/31 and 11/1/57 entitled 1 V atta«,K^BgV 

INFORMATION CONCERNING. " ^^M^^fiC^^^^^M // / ^ 





&.)m Bureau 

2 - Lob Ange les, (62-3157 ) (End. l) 
1 - New York % W - - * 

1 - New York {3*-*19 Sub-3) l-,"D 

>-5) * 



1 - New York (94-419 Sub- 




^ 64DEC5 l9S7p,^ 



md~ m$Z 1957 



. 1 * : •/ 




HI 94-419 Sub-5 
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n-ANOuto form no. M - m, . ' • 

0$fo NLemorandum • united states government . 

« Director, FBI date.- 9/30/54 

: SAC, New York (9MJ.19 Sub 5) 

subject: GENERA L^INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
ALBERT^ANASTASIA, was 
FBI No. 171579 

HOODLUM " CO VK H AQB 

Reference is made to SAC letter 53-56* 

Attached hereto is a supplementary summary of inf ormatloV 
concerning the above named subject, containing the only pertinent 
information developed since the summary of information dated 
3/3lM# 



'/T'l U. 



.nent / 



Encs. (2) /H-lT-Stim- 




/*7k 



'a OCT 14 1954 





5\ 



September £0, 195*1- 



GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PILE 

ALBERT ANASTASIA 
TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 

ALBERT ANASTASIA, was 
FBI Nuntoer 171579 

The following supplementary summary of information 
is the only pertinent information developed concerning 
ALBERT ANASTASIA since the summary of information dated 
March 31, 195^: 

By letter dated July 8. 1951;. Newark Office advise d 
that information received from' " 



& -wo in >- 



Co ncerning futu re possible court action Involving 
the subject, V ■Hfl feof the New York City Anti-Crime 
Committee, advised that the subject is the source of consid- 
erable interest by two investigators from the Penal Division 
of the Treasury Department assigned to the Philadelphia Office 
who are presently working for the United States Attornffi^in 
Newark, New Jersey. These individuals intimated to q| |pP 
that they believed they have an extremely good tax case 
concerning the subject. * 

It is to be noted In the "New York Times" article 
dated April 1$, 195k* reporting ALBERT ANASTASIA losing 
citizenship, this article furnished the following informa- 
tion: 

"ANASTASIA 'S appearance as a witness before United 
States Senate and New York State CrimB; Commission were high- 
lights of their sessions. He lives at 7$ Bluff Road, Fort 
Lee, New Jersey, in a house that is said to be valued at 
more than #100,000, A tax lien was filed against the property 
as a result of an Income tax evasion Indictment returned 
against him last month. He Is charged with falling to report 
income for 1947 and 19l*-8, on which the Government claims 
$11.71*2. 



"Shorter after Judge SMITH released his opinion 
United States Attorney WILLIAM P. TOMPKINS applied to Judge 
5H0MAS P. MEANEY for an early trial date of the tax case, 
asscerting that 'it is in the public interest that it be 
held as soon as possible.* Judge MEANBY set the case down 
as the first in the fall criminal calendar." 

To date, no information has been received that 
the case has gone to trial. 
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• Jisnorable Raymond Del Info, Jr. ; 
ft. ' HMiUd SUUfl Attorney 

Halted State* Department of Justice 
levark 1, few Jersey 



October 6, ljft 

HBGISTKftED ' 




«y dear Mr. Dsl fafot 



Attention i Nr. Frederick 8. Lecey 
Flret A Aeeietent 

Kt QXBEXB) AK1ST1SIO 



I here received your letter of September 30, 19$U$ submitting an 
exhibit of eight ebee ta of paper and a certification sheet, designated in ear 
Laboratory aa tt, and M ■ designated as Qcl 

snd Qc2, for examination and aaaJ^^BEorto Ansstaeio xer comparison purposes, " 

your reference FELmhn 700866 CR 10>$U. 

It was concluded that the AoasUsio aignaturea on specimens Qcl and 
Qc2 were prepared by Onberto Anaetesio, FBI #171579, whose known handwriting 
consists of the signature designated as specimen El and the signaturee on the 
fingerprint cards in his Identification record. The signs tore on the U. S. 
Marshal's fingerprint card, nunber U1U-A, as well aa specimen II, was need 
in effecting this Identification snd will be necessary standards for demonstra- 
tion if testimony Is desired. 

The ten inked fingerprints appearing on the sheet of paper, designated 
as page nine, have been identified as the fingerprints of Ufcbert© A n a stasis , 
FBI #171579. The fingerprint record of Anastasio, FCl #17157°, includes finger- 
prints taken by the United States Marshal, Vevark, New Jersey, nuabered hill- A. 

The submitted specimens, II, Qcl, and Qp2, are en cl os ed * 

It Is desired that the exact tine and date the serrices of the 
laboratory and fingerprint experts are required in this Batter be submitted 
as soon aa such time and date are ' 



Toboo 

Board m»n . 

Nichols 

Belmont — 

Harbo 

Mohr 



please be assured of my desire ta be of assistance in these matters. 

Sincerely yours, 



MAILED 5 

- 1954 

COMM-FBl 




J1760b 




r * OFM-Qk -induce 
<fih^ ^dgWr^ Hoover 



ft 
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October 8, 19& 



^ Honorable Raymond Del Tufo, Jr« 



United States Attorney 
United States Department of Justice. 
Newark 1, Hew Jersey 



Attention: Mr. Frederick B. Lacey 
. First Assistant 



RE: 



UHITSD STATES VERSOS 
UMBERTO AKASTASIO 



My dear Kr. Del Tufo: 





I have received your letter of October 5# 195U# 
requesting the name of the Deputy United States Marshal 

appearing on the fingerprint card of Umberto Anastasio, - 
which was submitted to us last March* Your number on this 
case is 700866 CR 103-$k* 

The name of the Deputy United States Marshal on 
the fingerprint card, #2jlll-A, appears to be WW 

The fingerprint card in question will be brought 
to the trial by the fingerprint examiner who made the 
identification, 

1 assure you of my desire to be of assistance In 
all matters of mutual interest* 

Sincerely yours* 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Dj^Wtf M.en^/iQrHium L * unitei>^ta||s government 

DATBt 10/21/54 



TO 



ROM I 



IDBJBCT; 




UMBER TO AN AST ASIA 
DEPORTATION BEARING 




ASAC Con.rn.ons, Newark, telephonically advised 
information had been received from, the United States Attorney'* 
Office that this hearing it proceeding very slowly. The Defense 
has now informally advised that thevarewilling to stipulate 
the testimony that Special Agent I ■ 10118 t0 9 ive 

at this hearing, ^^^^^^^^^^ 

It will, -therefore, not be necessary fo 
testify in this hearing unless we are otherwise advisea 
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SUBJECT X 





y cJT" 

3}7i i)eeenber 24, 1954, I sent you a noie 
i indicating thai: barren Olney had called me and commented he 
\had a couple of natters which "in the interests of harmony" 
he would like tzr discuss with me so that "we won't get into a 
memo-writing contest." He stated he was too busy on December 
to discuss thesJL matters with me, but did come to my office a 
9t30 A.!!*, December 16, 1954, and started his comments with th 
observa-Qon thatshe had previously told you that when he becam 
Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the Criminal Division, 
he found that there were many members in the Department who \ 

Idid not lilce the F3I and were endeavoring, w hen the opportunity _ c 
presented itself, to put the FBI on the spot. He further stated* ;> 
that he had informed you that he intended to eradicate any ^ \ 

such feelings in the Department; that he intended that the 
Departmental Attorneys and the FBI representatives function / t\ 
on a very amicable basis and that he, Olney, has been 
endeavoring to do that* He commented that quite a .-few of the £ y\ 
people in the Department, particulaiy in his Division, have beeTt 
moved* I advised Oj.ney that it had always been the desire Q 
of the FBI, and would continue to be the desire of the FBI, =| 
that others be an amicable relation skip between the repres entcti!ves 
cf the Department and the FBI; that in fact such a relationship^ 

consummation of the affairs being u' 
between the Bureau and the 



was essential 
transacted on 
Department, 



to the proper 
a daily basis 



a 

Ui 

a 

I 

z 



Olney then commented that a memorandum had been 
received in connection with the case<entitled, "Unknown 
Subjects; United.JStates vs. Umber to^ nastas±Q^. Obstruction of 
Justice," Olney prefaced his remarks that he was not of the 
opinion that we should have conducted an invertigction of 
alleged jury tampering in the trial of Umberto Anastasio 
and that he was, as a matter of fact, writing a letter to 
United States Attorney Raymond Del Tufo, Jr», asking for- 
more explicit information as to the grounds upon which Del Tufo- 
felt there would be justification for requesting investigation 
of jury tampering in instant case. He stated, however, that - 
in our memorandum dated November 30, 1954,- a copy of which it 
attached for your information, that there was a s tatement, 

55 f <p p 
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"tt ioou2d oppeor the United States .Attorney was entfeauorino 
to knderafne'the Judge*" Mr* Olney stated that he and other 
members of the Department co'dd not understand why the FBI ' 
should be inferring that .the USA was endeavoring to undermine 
the Judge* I told Olney that I couldn't believe that toe would 
make such a statement and' asked him if he had the memorandum 
in question with him* He did* I read Hie paragraph which 
is as follows: "In view of the foregoing, the United States 
Attorney has declined to discuss the requested investigation 
with the trial judge since he feels the judge would not approve 
of the request and it would appear ihe United States Attorney 
was endeavoring to 'undermine' the judge*" 



I told Mr* Olney that I couldn 't understand his 



was 



j. twu jar* vj.uey wiut j. uvuj.au t» unuero wnu 11 *s 

interpretation since it appeared to me quite clearly that it 
the United States Attorney at Newark who had commented that 1 

investigation with the Judge because 



[it would appear to the Judge that the United States Attorney 
was endeavoring to undermine the Judge and that our paragraph 
in the memorandum, was merely indicating to the Department the 
reasons why the USA was declining to discuss the matter with the 
Judge* I told Mr. Clney that I would immediately verify 
the matter and let hin know, 

Mr. Ol ney tken_brourht up the matter .captioned, 
"Unknown A^ct;l§|| H^" Victim; Extortion." He 

had with him our meinoronmimdated November 29, 19?4, addressed 
to Assistant Attorney General William F. Tompk ins . which 
o nfirms to the Department the fact thatT"" 



I 

111 




A' tickler 

copy+of the memorandum to Assistant Attorney .General William F. 
Tompkins, as well as the cover memorandum dated November 2tJ, 1954, 
cone erning this matter, is attached. *£o*.i&;*ie<t.& ofcTfc;«it_> a*s1 » , 

tha^he was not questioning the 
g||lKthat we could not offer him y>u 
Tsjffnes, nor was he presently 
contending that we should have conducted an alleged intimidation 
of Government employee investiration or- the poss ibility of an 
obstruction of justbe case* 



Mr. Olney stated 
propriety of our informing 
police protection nor tap 




O 0Q 3 



#e stoted that the purpose of bringingthis situation 
to my attention was thcr^tioa^thought byffSl^^^^that 

we were indifferent toU ^feelin gs. J pointed out to 

Mr* Olney that I well recalled the MBWE situation and recalled 
discussing the natter with Messrs. Rosen and Winterrowd and 
that J had detected no indie ations of any indifference 
on the part of either of these people; that in fact Mr. %'interrowd 
had very carefully considered everi^ossible manner in which 
assistance, might be rendered to ^ ^ but was unable to 

ascertain on -the basis of the faczs^funiished that there was any 
basis for an FBI investigation. I pointed out that Winterrowd 
had talked with David Luce, Olney 's Executive Assistant in the 
Criminal Division, and that Luce had furnished no statutory 
authority for further proceeding in the matter. I told Mr. 
Olney that I would again talk with Messrs. Winterrowd and Rosen 



relative to the question of indifference and advise him. I 
pointe^out to Olney that had there been any facts furnished 
by W^^tf to indicate that the Communists were endeavoring to 
in-firr^aate m |^ he could be assured that we would have very 
willingly conducted an immediate and complete investigation of 
the s ituation. 




II 

ii 
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Olney, during the coir se of the conference wlich I 
had with him, repeatedly indicated that he was not here for the 
purpose of creating issues; that he did not feel that there 
were any issues involved in either of these two situations which 
he was bringing to my attention, but that the purpose of 
discussing the matter with me was that there had been hurt 
feelings because of the terminology contained in the Umberto 
Anastasio memor andum an d^^aeT^^^^tei^na of indifference by 
the FBI t awards mHHl Olney felt that 

in the interests oftiarmon^tieiDaMtedto discuss this matter 
with me so that in the event there was an entirely plausible 
explanation on my part, he could set his people straioht and 
allay any erroneous attitude existing on the part of any of 
his people. I told Mr. Olney that I would be in touch with hi*, 
and I immediately contacted Messrs. Rosen and T/interroad; got V> 
the tickler copies of the cover memoranda andthe Departmental 
memoranda in both the Umberto Anastasio and matters. 

J discussed the situation with Messrs. Rosen -and ---------- 

Winterrowd and immediately thereafter telephonically contacted 
Mr. Olney and advised him that with reference to the Anastasio 
situation, very clearly the word "undermine" in the clause "it 
would appear the United States Attorney was endeavoring to 
'undermine ' the Judge," was the comment of the USA, being one 
of the reasons why the USA declined to discuss the requested 



- 3 - 




III 



investigation with the Trial Judge, I pointed out to Mr. • 
Olney that the reason for the quote around the word "undermine" 
in r>ur memorandum to the Department was that it was the word used 
by the USA; that had the FBI sought to charge the USA with an 
attempt to undermine the Judge, there waM have been no quotes 
around the word "undermine," Mr, Olney stated that the entire 
1 matter is very clear to him and that during, the period of time after 1 
had returned to his office, he had already straightened out his 
people on this situation. 

As regards theff///H matter, I pointed out to Mr, 
Olney, as was reflected in the memorandum of Mr* Price to Mr. 

Rosen, November 26, 1954, that Special Agent 

oui^j)eek-end duty supervisor, ir^receUfing the complaint from 

Pand after advis ing | ^that the FBI was not in 

a position to afford him protection and it w ould no t be possible 
for the FBI to tap his line, further advise<^ M?3j /pthct he should 
i iw.medi ately contact the Bureau should he ^develop any . . 

I additional information which he believes to be pertinent, I 
\pointed out to Mr, Olney that this would certainly not indicate 
any indifference. 



mi 



talKed to 
1954, and 
the absen 
furn ished 
tine, but 
that he m 
out to Mr 
attitude 
feel ings 



I then informed Mr. Olney that Mr. "interrowd had 
l>avid Luce, Executive Assistant to Olney, on November 26,. - 
that U interrowd had pointed out to Mr. Luce that in 
ce o^any further information in addition to that already' 
bv IM^sS 'nothing cculd be done by the Bureau at this 
thai^gj^0should furnish any pertinent information ^-j^ 
ight receive in this matter in the future." I pointed 

Olney that that again would fail to reflect an 
of indifference. Olney stated that ap parently our 
in the matter had not gotten across to 



Mr. Olney stated, however, that after discussing the 
matter with me, he was now in a position to clear^^ndicate to 
"'" that the FBI was not at all indifferent tc^ P Olney 



'stated that he would 
the Anastasio and 
had this discussioH 
resolved. 



ud get 
tn^wxth 



et his people' straightened out on both 

matters and was very pleased thzt he had 
h me, since the matter was now completely 



I as/red Mr. Olney if there were any further questions 
in his mind cone erning either of these incidents and if he 
felt that he would like to discuss them any further. Mr. 
\ Olney stated that they were both handled to his complete satis factii 
J and that he would appreciate the matter being dropped at this point. 
He stated that he, of course, was desirous that this entire 
matter be considered an informal matter. 
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Zb complet e the B ureau's records, I have instructed 
Rosen to secure fromWttK &and W interrowd statements concerning 
their conversations with £ ^ so that should any guestion euer 
arfse reJottue to indifference allegedly displayed, these ^ 
memoranda ar e in fi le and will make it clear tha t_we ha d V 
suggested to £ J^and to Luce that in the event^ ^had 
any addi tional information concerning the matter in the future 
he should immediately bring it to our attention, 

I have dictated this memorandum in some detail because 
Olney has, through his comments that he was taking this up with 
me informally, indicated a desire that I not confirm this in 
writing to the Department, I normally would confirm such a 
conversation in writing to the Department and will do so if you 
desire. However, I did want this memorandum to be complete in 
every detail for possible future record purposes. 



ACTIO!.': 



None, For your information. 
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Director, FBI 
SAC, New York ($i-l|19 Sub 5) 

• {}ENER ALiTIN VE STI 6ATI VE INTELLIGENCE PILE 
ALBERT^-AN AST ASIA, was 
FBI No* 171579 . 
TOP "HOODLUM flOVKRAGE 



DATS: 3/11/5$ 



MR. -7 



-. ' .. .. >=r - v • - .. . ' 
C letter 53-50. ./^ ' ' 



Reference, is made to SAC.-.~~~~ 
' • '-. •'" ■•' ■ ■• .- . \' ** •'. 

s ' ' ■ Attached hereto is a supplementary summary of information 
concerning the above named subject, containing the only pertinent . .. 
information developed since the summary of information dated 
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March 31 , 1955 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PILE 

ALBERT ANASTASIA • 
TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 

ALBERT AN AST ASIA, was 
FBI Number 171579 



The following supplementary summary of information 
is the only pertinent Information developed concerning 
ALBERT ANASTASIA since the summary of information dated 
September 30, 1954* 

By letter dated December 31* 1954 the Newark 
Office advised that the trial on the income tax evasion 
charge against ALBERT ANASTASIA was commenced on October lb, 
1954 £ t Newark, New Jersey. ANASTASIA was indicted in 
March, 1954 by the Federal Grand Jury on the charge of 
evading payment of f 11, 742 in income taxes for the years 
1947 and 1946* The indictment charged that he reported 
a net income of #18,769 for the years 1947 and 1946, when 
actually it should have been ?5l>074« 

At the start of the trial, the matter of 
ANASTASIA' s spacious and elaborate home located at 75 Bluff 0 
Road, .Fort Lee, Jiew-Jersey, which was in the name of ALBERT ('■ ' 

and ELSA BARGNESI, was brought up. The defense attorney" 

admitted that ..BARGNESI was the midden name of ANASTASIA 1 s 
wife, and feet/ ALBERT and ELSA^ARGNESI were in fact Mr. 
and Mrs. ALBERT ANASTASIA. It was"~aiso borne out that two 
mortgage loans totaling §30,000 were secured on the home~~ 
in 1947 in the name of ALBERT and ELSA BARGNESI. It was 
also borne out during the trial that a home in the name of 
ELSA BARGNESI had formerly been owned by them, which was 
located in Brooklyn and sold for $25,000 in 1946. 

Much of the trial concerned testimony of Mrs. 
ANASTASIA 1 s holdings which the defense -objected to 
submitting in evidence, but which was admitted in evidence. 

Testimony was brought out that in 1943 ALBERT 
ANASTASIA had told Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS J 
Officials that he never earned more than 5145 a month 
between 1926 and 1942. This statement, given to INS, further 
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revealed that AN ASTASIA indicated he had worked as a 
longshoreman in Brooklyn between 1920 and 1936» and that 
between 1936 and 19I4.O he ran his own cheese business. 
Subsequently, he went to work for a sand and gravel 
company in Utica, New York Tor $100 a month. 

Testimony concerning the filing of his income 
tax returns was introduced. ALFRED ESPOSITO, a Cliff side . 
Real Estate and Insurance Broker, testified he had made 
out AN AST ASIA' s income tax report for 1947 at which time 
ANASTASIA listed his wins as §4590 in excess of his 
; losses in playing the horses. 

An Accountant, NAT BENNETT of Lindbrook, New 
York, testified that he made out ANASTASIA* s 191+8 income 
tax return, and stated that all the income listed on it 
was derived from ANASTASIA' s share of profits of the 
Modern Dress Company, a Pennsylvania firm. 

The house in question, described in news 
releases as being a 34 room,' 5 bath house, was said to 
have cost $50,477 or more to build. Its value is 
established to run from $75#OUO to §1^5*000. Much of 
the testimony concerning the construction of the house 
included various contractors, used in this construction, 
being called as witnesses. 

United States Treasury Agents testified that 
they had contacted some 110 banks in 1947 in New York 
and New Jersey but they never located any savings, loans, 
inheritances or safety deposit boxes. 

It was brought out through introduction of 
Social Security records that ALBERT ANASTASIA and his wife 
had a total combined earning of $b" , 730 from January 1, 
1947 until December 31 $ 194b 1 in so far as work covered 
by Social Security was reported. Information was also 
brought out to show the reported earnings of the couple 
compared with the lavish living and expenses incurred in 
that living. 

'The trial went on for a five week period and 
was turned over to the^ jury on November 20, 1954* After 
17^ hours deliberation, the jury failed to agree on a verdict 
and was dismissed by Federal Judge ALBERT E. HODARELLI. 
Dismissal was made after the jury declared they were hopelessly 
deadlocked* 
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United States Attorney RAYMOND DEL TUFO declared 
after the dismissal of the jury that he would move for 
a retrial on the case at the earliest possible moment* 

The retrial is on the court calendar for 
February 11, 1955 before Judge WILLIAM F. SMITH. To date 
this retrial has been postponed Indefinitely and it is 
expected a new date will be set in the near future. 

On April 34, 195k AN ASTASIA was stripped of his 
citizenship which he obtained on June" 29, 191;3 while he . 
was stationed at the Indian Town Gap Military Reservation, 
Indian Gsp, Pennsylvania. ANASTASIA appealed this revocation 
of his citizenship and the arguments have been concluded 
before a panel of the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
Court reserved its decision on September 20, 195^ and when 
the decision will be handed down is unknown as of this 
writing. 




In the New York "Daily News" dated April 26, 
I95I4- appears the following article, "Anastasia's pal 
Slain, Stuffed in Auto Trunk". "A close henchman and onetime 
bodyguard of the notorious Albert Anastasia, lord high 
executioner of Murder Inc., was himself found murdered 
yesterday in the latest underworld style." The article 
continues, the body of VINCENT (JIM) MA CHI ex-convict 
and brother of BENEDICT MACRI was shot twice through the"' ~~ 
head and bis body was found in his own hardtop, convertible. 
The article continues that during BENEDICT'S trial in New . 
York .on a manslaughter charge concerning the fatal stabbing 
of a clothing worker union organizer, VINCENT MACRI was 
hold-up with AK AST ASIA In ANASTASIA' s home at Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. The article stated he was guarding ANASTASIA 
from underworld avengers who had marked ANASTASIA for 
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In the "World Telegram" dated March 13, 1956, appears 
. article by Frederick J. Cook, Staff Writer, entitled 
"Anastasia Mysteries Probed Ey Miami on New Evidence." : 'Tni'S~~~'~~ 
article stated that "Bronx and Miami authorities, possessing 
new information, today were focusing once more on a favorite 
target of prosecutors - Albert Anastasia, known to the 
underworld as the Lord High Executioner of Murder Inc. 



"The twin probes involve three mysteries of the 
kind that have marked the career of Anastasia through the 
years - a murder and the baffling disappearances of three 
other persons who vere important potential witnesses against 
the gangland czar. 

"The exact nature of the new evidence that has 
revived interest in Anastasia wasn't clear, but Miami 
authorities did say they want to question Willie Pep, the former 
featherweight boxing champion, as quickly as possible. Pep 
is fighting in Tampa tonight and is to be brought in for 
questioning as soon as he can be subpoenaed. 

"Friend of Guard" 

"Pep was a close acquaintance of Vincent Macri, 
former Anastasia bodyguard who was bumped off ■ in April, 195k' 
About the same time his brother, Benedicto Kacri, garment 
center figure aquitted in the William Lurye murder case and 
an associate of Anastasia, mysteriously disappeared, 

"A year later, in Kay, 1955, a retired Fort Lee 
plumbing contractor and his wife, Kr. and Mrs. Charles 
Ferri, vanished from their home leaving only bloodstains 
behind them. Kr. Ferri had been a key witness in a pending 
income tax evasion case against Anastasia. 

'Anastasia is the comnon denominator in all of 
these cases,' Assistant 17. S. Attorney Albert Blinder declared 
in Miami today. 

"Checking Leads." 

"Mr. Elinder said Pep had been questioned in 
New York because of his close acquaintance with the 
Kacrls, but he added that the fighter was wanted for further 
questioning in Florida because 'we also have some confidential 
information. • 

'Florida sources said that Bronx Assistant 
District Attorney Fred Baroni had spent from Feb. 21 to 25 
checking out new leads in the case in Miami, and Miami 
authorities sent Chief Investigator Fred Jones Jr. to the 
Eronx to work on the case here. 



"Mr. Blinder said he didn»t expect en immediate 
solution to the cases, and State Attorney George A. Brautigan 
said in Miami that »we intend to pursue this (Ferri) case 
until the mystery is solved.' 

"The Maoris and the Ferris were important in the 
income tax case against Anastasia. After they were removed 
as potential witnesses Anastasia copped a plea and was 
sentenced to a year in jail. He began serving his term last 
June . n 
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ALBERT ANASTASIA 
FBI NUMBER .171579> 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
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The following supplementary summary of 



information is the only pertinent information developed 
concerning Albert Anastasia, since the summary of 
information dated March 16, 1956. 
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It is to be noted in an article entitled, 
"Albert Anastasia Wins Court Ruling", which appeared in 
the "New York Herald Tribune", May 15, 1956, and listed 
as an Associated Press Release from Washington, D.C., dated 
Kay 14, 1956, there appeared as follows: 



- 2 - 



"The Supreme Court today refused to review 
the government 1 s unsuccessful efforts to cancel the 
citizenship of Albert Anastasia, reputed head of the 
old Brooklyn Murder, me, mob. 

"Federal Judge William F. Smith in Newark, 
New Jersey., ruled Anastasia had obtained his natural- 
ization by fraud and ordered it canceled. This opened 
the way for deportation of Anastasia to his native Italy, 
but the United States Court of Appeals in Philadelphia 
reversed Judge Smith. . 

"The appeals court ruled that a naturalization 
examiner might with greater diligence have discovered 
Anastasia* s fraud upon the naturalization court and so 
the government was not deceived into granting his citizen- 
ship in 1943. 

"Appealing to the Supreme Court, the Justice 
Department said the Philadelphia court's action was 
erroneous and 'undermines the very foundation' of de- 
naturalization law. 

"In its appeal, the Justice Department said the 
Philadelphia appeals court opinion holds the government 
bound by neglect or lack of judgment of a single minor 
employee and specifically holds the decree of a court to 
be immune from correction for fraud. 

"Such a holding, the appeal added, has contin- 
uing importance in all fields of governmental activity., 
since it makes the rights of the government as a whole 
dependent on the error of any subordinate employee. Even 
if the examiner were in fact aware of the fraud, his fault 
cannot bind the government or the denaturalization court 
so as to render Anastasia immune from the consequence of-—,,, 
his own fraud." 

In an article appearing in the "New York Daily 
News" dated May 18, 1956, the photograph of Albert 
Anastasia appeared with the caption, "Gangland figure, 
Albert Anastasia (second from right and covering his face 
with a handkerchief ) leaves brother's funeral service 
with his group of mourners." 
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On the same date, the following article 

appeared: 

"An Anastasio Goes to Grave in Style, Plus" by- 
Joseph Kiernan. 

" In the grandest funeral seen in Bath Beach 
since mob boss Frankie.Y/ale went to his reward 28 years 
ago, Joseph Anastasio of the celebrated longshore clan,# 
was buried yesterday after a Mass offered by his brother, 
a priest. 

"First came 33 flower cars, stretching for five 
blocks and loaded with $10,000 worth of sprays and wreaths. 
Frankie rated only five more cars. 

Next the hearse, carrying Anastasio' s body in 
a $4,000 mahogany and bronze casket. Finally, the mourners 
rode in another 100 cars, just four less than at Yale's 
funeral. 

.. "At .8:00 A.M., the mourners started gathering at 

the Andrew Torregrossa and Sons Funeral Home; 79th Street — 
and 13th Avenue, Brooklyn. Among them were hundreds of 
Brooklyn longshoremen. 

"Soon, the crowd around the funeral home had 
swelled to 1,500 and a sergeant and three patrolmen were 
rushed from the Bath Beach station to straighten traffic. 

"Inside were Anastasio »s family, his tfife, 
Stella, 48, sons, Robert, 21, and Joseph Jr., 9, and 
daughter, Rosemary, 16, and close relatives. Among the 
latter were his brothers, Albert, the Murder, inc., en- 
forcer, Tony, labor boss of the Brooklyn docks, and Gerardo, 
who works with Tony." 
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TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 



The following supplementary summary of 
information is the only pertinent information 
developed concerning ALBERT ANASTASIA, since the 
summary of information dated September 26, 1956. 
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. RE ALBERT., ANASTASIA, true name 

/ UmbertojAnastasio, with aliases 

^ Albert'Anastasio, R._AJLbert__ 
-"^Anastasio, AlbervAmas taslo^ 
. FBi'Number. .17.157.9. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The' above captioned subject claims to have been 
born in 1902 at Tropea, Calabria, Italy. He further claims 
to have attained United States citizenship in the year I9i*3 
in the Eastern District of New York, Brooklyn, while in the 
service of the United States Army. The subject in testimony 
given before the New York State Crime Commission stated his 
residence address was 75 Bluff Road, Palisades, New Jersey. 

Further in testimony before the New York State 
Crime Commission the subject admitted to be a dress contractor 
and connec ted wjLjth_jth^Jlad_lson Dress Company, Hazleton, P enn- 
s yl van ia. .f^^^^^^^jjj^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^' ^ ' ' Hn 

ToTYow i iig~ aQaTessesTTrtn^suDject 5 " 

387 Columbia Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 

636 Arthur Street, 
Utica, New York 

ilU6-73rd Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

and 

Cliff side, New Jersey 
POPIES DESTROYED / „ ^ 
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The "l<ew York Tines" for 2ece.nb:r 2L, 19?2 
in an article on Albert Anastasia advised that the biography 
of the "irothers Anastasia began in Tropea, a fishing village 
in Calabria, Italy. The family name was Anastasio. The 
father of the Anastasia brothers was a raMroac worker who 
died before World War I. By that tine the family consisted 
of nine sons and thr:e daughters. One son and tvio daughters 
died young. Another son emigrated to Australia. All the 
regaining boys had to go to work at an early age, on fishing 
boats, on freighters, on farms; one succeeded his father on the 
railroad. 

Uirnerto, later called Albert, now fifty years 
old, Guiseppi (Joseph), now f orty-se\ T en, and Tony, now forty- 
five, shipped as deckhands on tramp steamers as children of 
eleven and twelve andknocked about the toughest ports in the 
world. At various times during the Twenties they jumped ship 
in the Unite "- States and merged into the gangs of longshoremen. 

Albert, the oldest and most sinister of the 
Anastasia brothers got involved as -far back as 1921 with the 
criminal element as he was among several men convicted 
of killing a fellow countryman in a quarrel. After months 
in the death house at Sing Sing Prison Anastasia won a 
retrial on a technical plea. 

i-5eanwhile the State's best witness in this 
case vas frightened back to Italy. On the retrial, Albert 
was aco.uitted. -"ie was arrestee for assault in 1923 but 
won a discharge by the same technique 6f intimidating witnesses. 
The same year be was convicted, of possessing a gun. ~He 
served two years in the penitentiary. 

In 1928 the subject was charred with another 
murder and in 1932 with stabbing a man to death with an 
ice-pick, but was dismissed for lack of evidence both times. 
In 1933 he was tried for the killing of a Brooklyn laundryman 

but the State's witnesses somehou changed their story and 

he got off again. 

3y this time the subject was rising to power 
on a Brooklyn waterfront, ^e became a pier superintendent 



and dominated six locals of the International longshoremen's 
Association, A.P.L. In addition, Albert had become a friend, 
as he admitted in 1951 to the Kefauver Committee, of Joe 
Adonis, Willie Moretti, Vito Genovese and Augi Pisano, important 
thugs . 

With Adonis and Abe Reles, Albert formed Murder, 
Inc., the famous racket syndicate that slew sixty- three men 
in the New York area betx^een 1931 and 19^0. Reles later 
testified that Albert was the fingernan and ordered all of the 
killings. 

*n 1939 Peter Panto, the longshoreman who 
organized a rank-and-file revolt to rid the union of racketeers 
was strangled and his body va3 buried in a lime pit. Reles, 
accused of several other murders, told all to save his life. 
He implicated the subject in this and thirty more murders. j 
Then Reles plunged to his death from his room in the Half ' 
Moon Hotel in Coney Island in 1?Il1 aid William O'Dwyer, then 
Brooklyn District Attorney, said his "perfect case" against 
Anastasia had collapsed. 

Taking refuge in the Army in 191+2 the subject 
hid out as technical sergeant training Army longshoremen at 
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania for the next two years. 

Before he was discharged as over age in 19kk 
he took advantage of a law granting quick citizenship to 
servicemen. After he quit the waterfront and the rough stuff 
he began operating a dress factory in Hazleton, Pennsylvania. 
The subject bought a ^75,000.00 yellow stucco house of phony 
Spanish style overlooking the Hudson at Fort Lee, -<ew Jersey 
around the corner from the home of his old friend Adonis. 

There he lives behind a steel fence guarded by 
two flogs, and spurns subpoenas of the State Crime 
Commission. He has two Lincolris, his son goes to college, 
and he and his brothers have bought Mama Anastasio, now are 
76, a home in ?ar;helia, Italy where the Federal Government 
has be.^un proceedings to denaturalize and deport him. 
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Cas§ Holds 
'150lngles' 

'Jigsaw Puzzle,' 
"Says Detective 

' Detectives investigating the 
murder of Albert Anastasla are 
tot overlooking the "cherchez 
Ja femme" angle. Chief of De- 
tectives James B. Leggett dis- 
closed yesterday. 

Although the 'lord high ex- 
ecutioner" of Murder, Inc., never 
had the reputation of being a 
ladles' man. there could be a 
woman Involved "somewhere In 
the background." the chief con- 
ceded. Ostensibly the gangster! 
was devoted to his wife and fam- 
ily and he enjoyed playing par- 
ches! in his Fort Lee. N. J., home. 

{'There are about 150 possible 
ancles to this case," the chi|ef; 
saM. "Jt could have been aiy! 
ory. possibly some one who h$d . 
a grudge against him or even a! 
slight grievance In the past." 
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Coppola Stt flgeM 
MetmrMe. Anthony I'flpjfcla, 
Anastasia's "coffee sergeant" or, 
messenger, was questioned for a 
fifth day yesterday by police. 
Re was held late Monday in, 
(50,000 bail as a material wit-' 
cess. lie was across the street 
from the Park Sheraton Hotel 
barber shop at Seventh Ave. and 
65th St. when the gangster was 
shot down there by two gun- 
men at 10:20 a. m. Friday. 
Coppola's lawyer had said on 
Monday that his client would 
raise the bail within two days. 

"I ain't got no money for 
ball," Coppola complained yes- 
terday. "It's all a farce." - 

.Chief Leggett indicated this; 
would be a "long exhaustive 
pursuit of little pieces of infor- 
mation that would have to be 
put painstakingly togetherjlke 
a Jigsaw puzzle." 

'• "No One Big Enough" 

. Anastasla apparently had no 
idea any one was gunning for 
him and probably felt that "no 
one was big enough to take 
him," the chief said, adding the . 
mobster probably felt his fear- 
some reputation was all the' 
protection he needed. \ 
At a press conference in 
: Ttenton, Gov. Meyner said he 
i was certain that Anastasla had 
\ not been operating in Mew 
: Jersey. The Governor said he 
• knew nothing of reports that 
; New Jersey authorities were 
checking a possible link be- 
tween Anastasia's murder and 
the still unsolved October. 1951, 
slaying of Willie Moretti, an- 
other gangster, in Cliffslde 
Park, N. J. 
Attorney General Grover C. 
| Rl chmB n jr. of Ne r Jam y a lso 
<■ said 111! knows nothing of such 
an Investigation. 
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Anotfer 'Murder, Inttfa 

!■ To. assume a "good riddance , '*attl- 
tude toward the killing of ganglahd'a 
one-time "lord high executioner," Albert 
Anastasla— as some persons may be iri-j 
elined to do— would be to ignore the 
shocking realities of the New York crime. 
It is true that Anastasia, once head of 
"Murder, lncl.-'met a sort of retributive : 
Justice when two gunmen "rubbed him 
out" with an efficiency reminiscent of 
"Murder, Inc." But the alarming fact 
is that the shooting of this killer, fol- 
lowing so closely upon the recent abor- 
tive attempt to murder another New 
'York gangster, Frank Costello, indicates 
that another murder syndicate may be 
operating in New York City. At any 
rate, it is Joltingly evident that the era 
of big-city gangland warfare, generally 
thought to have passed pretty much out 
of the picture In recent years, is not 
yet ended. 

Vhe slaying of the loathsome Ana- 
stasla presents a challenge to the New 
York police— and to law enforcement at 
large— that must be met with all the 
resources of the law. For white one 
killer who, amazingly, was able to escape 
punishment through the years, has been 
erased from the list of America's top 
criminals, other killers as ruthless as 
their victim remain free to operate 
where an« when they please. ■ — — - » 
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